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The HIV/AIDS Battle Is A Global Health Fight That We Can Win

Forbes | 25 July 2022

It kills more than 600,000 people every year, is the leading cause of death globally for women of

reproductive age, and it has created millions of orphans. It's not COVID-19, it is what Dr. John

Nkengasong, the new Global AIDS Coordinator and Special Representative for Health Diplomacy for the

United States, calls a “silent epidemic” – HIV/AIDS.

Spotlight on HIV: Six graphs that tell the story

Spotlight 26 July 2022

In 2021, HIV was successfully suppressed in the bodies of around 63% of the close to eight million people

living with HIV in South Africa. This is according to the latest outputs from Thembisa, the leading
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mathematical model of HIV in South Africa.

Would you screen yourself for cervical cancer at home?

News24 | 26 July 2022

Self-tests for human papillomavirus (HPV) could help the National Health Insurance (NHI) scheme beat

back one of the top killers of women in South Africa: cancer of the cervix. If cancer-causing HPV is caught

early, it can be stopped. Doctors can remove cells that may become cancerous from the cervix so that

healthy tissue can grow back (this is done during a procedure called a colposcopy). HPV vaccines are

between 98% and 100% effective in preventing cervical cancer. Although South Africa introduced a school

HPV vaccination programme in 2014, women from older generations who weren't vaccinated, are still at

risk of cancer of the cervix. Many such women only find out that they've been infected with a dangerous

HPV strain (not all types cause cancer) when they start experiencing the symptoms of cervical cancer, at

which point they're far more likely to die of the disease.

Food insecurity: SA women bear the biggest brunt

Health-e News | 26 July 2022

Food insecurity is becoming a problem for more South African women who head up the majority of single-

person households. Statistics released in 2021 reveal that almost a quarter of SA households are run by

one individual. According to a survey conducted by Statistics South Africa (StatsSA) last year, our

population stood at 60.5 million, with about 18 million households. Of these, 23.6% are single-person

households, placing additional pressure on women to put food on the table. Dr Jemima Moeng, the Chief

Director of Food Security at the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform, and Rural Development, said the
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problem was worse in urban areas.

Full report — In Danger: UNAIDS Global AIDS Update 2022

UNAIDS ǀ 27 July 2022

Progress in prevention and treatment is faltering around the world, putting millions of people in grave

danger. Eastern Europe and central Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa have all

seen increases in annual HIV infections over several years. In Asia and the Pacific, UNAIDS data now

show new HIV infections are rising where they had been falling. Action to tackle the inequalities driving

AIDS is urgently required to prevent millions of new HIV infections this decade and to end the AIDS

pandemic.

Does the Covid vaccine really affect your period? Here's what our study found
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The Guardian ǀ 27 July 2022

In January 2021, my colleagues at the hospital were among the first to receive the Covid-19 vaccine.

Comparing the side-effects afterwards, most of us had a sore arm, some of us felt feverish and generally

under the weather, but one comment stood out. “My period was heavier than usual,” said one of the

midwives. “But that happens to me every year after we get our flu vaccines, too. It's just another of those

vaccine side-effects, isn't it?”

 

Millions of lives at risk as progress against AIDS falters

UNAIDS ǀ 27 July 2022

New data from UNAIDS on the global HIV response reveals that during the last two years of COVID-19

and other global crises, progress against the HIV pandemic has faltered, resources have shrunk, and

millions of lives are at risk as a result. The new report, In Danger, is being launched ahead of the

International AIDS Conference in Montreal, Canada.

A fifth person likely cured of HIV, and another is in long-term remission
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NBC Health News | 27 July 2022

One case involved a man with cancer who underwent a specialized stem cell transplant; the other

involved a woman who received immune-boosting therapies as part of a clinical trial.

Effect of Heavy Alcohol Use on Self-Reported Health Status in Men vs Women With

HIV

Infectious Disease Advisor | 27 July 2022

Heavy alcohol use in women with HIV infection was associated with lower self-reported health status

scores, according to results of a longitudinal cohort study published in the American Journal of Medicine

Open.

Cervical cancer screening at home could be a game changer
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Daily Maverick | 27 July 2022

 

When South Africa introduced self-tests for HIV, far more people knew their status and were put on

treatment. The same could happen for cervical cancer, argues this cancer advocate, and the country

already has the networks, testing capacity and funding in place to make a project like this work.

The 24th International AIDS Conference

“As the global community gathers for #AIDS2022, we must all keep our eyes on our shared

#EndAIDS2030 goal! We are closer than ever to controlling and ultimately ending the #HIV pandemic –

the months and years ahead will be decisive.” – PEPFAR

Read more on the conference: https://www.aids2022.org/

Young women in sub-Saharan Africa three times more likely to acquire HIV than

men, UN report
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IOL | 28 July 2022

New data from UNAids has revealed that girls and young women in sub-Saharan Africa are three times

more likely to acquire HIV than adolescent boys and young men.The Global Aids Report titled “In Danger”

was launched on Wednesday ahead of the International Aids Conference in Montreal, Canada.

UNAIDS welcomes ViiV's agreement to enable generic production of long acting

PrEP to 90 countries

UNAIDS 28 July 2022

 

UNAIDS welcomes the agreement between ViiV and the Medicines Patent Pool to enable access to

generic formulation of long acting Cabotegravir for PrEP to 90 low- and lower-middle income

countries. UNAIDS Deputy Executive a.i. Dr Matthew Kavanagh said:

 

“UNAIDS applauds this decision by ViiV, and congratulates the Medicines Patent Pool for securing this

agreement. Supporting the production of affordable generic CAB-LA could keep millions of people safe

from HIV. Some pharmaceutical companies have claimed that technology sharing undermines the

development of technology—but this licensing deal proves that companies can share and prosper.

Progress in the global HIV response is slowing, and in too many countries we are even seeing rising

infections. The 2025 targets are in danger, and only bold actions can enable the curve of new infections to

be pulled down. We cannot afford to wait for new technologies to be deployed. Further action is essential

to ensure that the potential that this announcement brings is fully realised."

Cervical cancer screening programmes and age-specific coverage estimates for 202

countries and territories worldwide: a review and synthetic analysis

The Lancet Global Health | 1 August 2022

Laia Bruni, Beatriz Serrano, Esther Roura, Laia Alemany, Melanie Cowan et al.

Cervical cancer screening coverage is a key monitoring indicator of the WHO cervical cancer elimination
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plan. We present global, regional, and national cervical screening coverage estimates against the

backdrop of the 70% coverage target set by WHO. In this review and synthetic analysis, we searched

scientific literature, government websites, and official documentation to identify official national

recommendations and coverage data for cervical cancer screening for the 194 WHO member states and

eight associated countries and territories published from database inception until Oct 30, 2020,

supplemented with a formal WHO country consultation from Nov 27, 2020, to Feb 12, 2021. We extracted

data on the year of introduction of recommendations, the existence of individual invitation to participate,

financing of screening tests, primary screening and triage tests used, recommended ages and screening

intervals, use of self-sampling, and use of screen-and-treat approaches. We also collected coverage data,

either administrative or survey-based, as disaggregated as possible by age and for any available

screening interval. According to data completeness and representativeness, different statistical models

were developed to produce national age-specific coverages by screening interval, which were transformed

into single-age datapoints. Missing data were imputed. Estimates were applied to the 2019 population and

aggregated by region and income level.

World Breastfeeding Week 2022

South Africa will commemorate #WorldBreastfeedingWeek2022 World from August 1 to 7, 2022. This is

an exciting time to work with individuals, caregivers, communities, and organizations to promote, protect,

and support breastfeeding in order to improve the health of babies. The World Breastfeeding Week is

commemorated every year globally and in SA from 1-7 August to renew commitments and call to action,

for all stakeholders to promote and support breastfeeding. The theme for 2022 is "Step up for

Breastfeeding Education and Support".
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